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WELCOME TO THE  2024  
KEY  BISCAYNE FILM FESTIVAL
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With i ts  unique locat ion and capt ivat ing  topography,  nest led  within  an is land v i l lage  and 
flanked by  two government-protected parks ,  the  Key Biscayne F i lm Fest iva l  i s  on a  miss ion 
to  foster  a  deeper  understanding and appreciat ion for  our  del icate  ecosystem through the  
medium of  ar ts .  By  curat ing  a  d iverse  se lect ion of  works  that  delve  into  our  g lobal  
s i tuat ion,  the  fest iva l  endeavors  to  ra ise  awareness  and inspire  posi t ive  act ion.

An essent ia l  aspect  of  the  Key Biscayne F i lm Fest iva l  i s  i ts  commitment  to  sustainabi l i t y  
and environmental  responsibi l i t y.  Embracing the  cause of  reducing s ingle-use  p last ic  and 
promoting waste-conscious  pract ices ,  the  fest iva l  inv i tes  at tendees  to  par take in  a  
transformative  and eco-fr iendly  mult ip le-day event .
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PACIFIC
        OCEAN

UNCLE BULLY ’S  SURF  SCHOOL

When a  g lobal  pandemic  decimates  the  tour ism industr y  across  the  Hawai ian Is lands  i t  
means no travel ,  no  tour ists ,  and no surf  lessons .  Surf  instructor  Bul l  Kot ter  (or  "Bul ly " as  
he 's  lov ingly  ca l led)  suddenly  finds  h is  smal l  business  pushed to  the  br ink .  So  he  turns  to  
h is  community  - not  for  help  or  a  handout ,  but  to  g ive  back.  From surf  cul ture ,  to  ocean 
respect ,  to  k indness ,  Uncle  Bul ly  is  t rans lat ing  et iquet te  in  the  l ine-up into  et iquet te  in  
l i fe .  

Beneath the  brash and bur ly  exter ior  is  a  hear t  of  pure  gold ,  and gr i t .  Bul ly  grew up on the  
streets  of  Lahaina and he  knows what  i t  means to  “ l ive  i t  tough”.  So  when he  saw other  
parents  suddenly  without  work and k ids  without  school  or  structure ,  he  knew exact ly  what  
he  needed to  do.  Instead of  teaching the  hordes  of  tour ists  and 1st-t imers  from the 
mainland,  he  turned to  the  local  k ids ,  the  “keik i” who have never  surfed.  Many are  " l iv ing  i t  
real ly  tough",  l iv ing  outs ide  without  a  consistent  p lace  to  s leep at  n ight .  "Uncle  Bul ly ’s  Surf  
Skool" a lso  provides  an int imate  (and rare ly  seen)  g l impse into  the  homeless  epidemic  on 
Maui .  

Now,  in  the  af termath of  the  Maui  fires ,  the  fee l -good film is  a  record of  the  Lahaina that  
was .  The film ends  as  we see  Bul ly  cont inuing to  mentor  and nur ture  Lahaina’s  youth despite  
being  homeless  h imsel f.  

Note :  The  filmmakers  finished this  film 6  months  before  the  Lahaina fires  burned down the  
ent ire  town,  then went  back to  add updates  and footage from the morning af ter  the  fires .  
See  a l l  the  updates  here:  ht tps: / /www.inflatablefilm.com/bul lysurf/  

Winner, Audience Award Best Documentary, Hawai' i  International Film Festival (HIFF) Nov 2023

HAWAII  |  Documentar y by Leah Warshawski
34 min.  (Hawaii  International  FF 2023)
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WANTOKS

In  2018 the  Solomon Is lands ,  in  the  South Pacific,  hosted the  Melanesian Ar ts  &  Cultural  
Fest iva l ,  ce lebrat ing  the  countr y ’s  40th anniversar y  of  independence.  On neighboring  is land 
states ,  the  strug gle  for  f reedom cont inues ,  as  West  Papua res ists  Indonesian occupat ion and 
the  res idents  of  New Caledonia  st i l l  l ive  under  French rule .  In  a l l  Melanesian countr ies ,  
res idents  face  the  common chal lenge of  cl imate  change,  as  r is ing  sea  levels  threaten to  
swal low both land and tradit ion.  In  th is  charged context ,  capt ivat ing  performers  are  us ing  
their  ta lents  to  ce lebrate  local  cul ture  and draw internat ional  at tent ion to  their  i s lands’ 
p l ight ,  with  the  hope of  spurr ing  internat ional  so l idar i ty  and prompting col lect ive  act ion 
against  the  per i ls  of  a  warming world .

WEST PAPUA |  Documentar y
20 min.

A CALL  TO GRATITUDE FOR OUR OCEANS

Two Rapa Nui  g ir ls  explore  the  b less ings  our  oceans  br ing  us  and the  chal lenges  faced.  They 
seek guidance from their  grandmother  who shares  ins ights  into  the  myster ies  of  the  ocean 
and the  Rapa Nui  cul ture .  Our  protagonists  share  act ionable  t ips  for  bet ter  ocean 
conser vat ion.

EASTER ISL AND |  Documentar y
7 min.

VEINS  OF  AN ISLAND

Teurumerear ik i  Hinano Murphy expla ins  the  tradit ional  Polynesian perspect ive  on water :  
water  is  l i fe .  I t  ra ins  down into  freshwater  spr ings  that  weave through the  is land of  
Mo'orea ,  French Polynesia ,  just  l ike  b lood through our  ve ins ,  eventual ly  bubbl ing  up from 
the ground,  and flowing onto fr inging  coral  reef  ecosystems .  This  is  a  natural  process--but  
something is  now happening to  th is  water,  threatening the  health  of  the  reefs  and the  is land 
res idents ' dr inking water.  " Veins  of  an  Is land" fo l lows Dr.  Nyssa  S i lb iger,  who is  working 
with  her  students  and Mo'orean res idents  to  bet ter  understand why this  is  happening,  and 
how we can stop i t .

TAHITI  |  Documentar y
10 min.
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SOUTHERN
        OCEAN

THE PERFECT  SHOT

" The Perfect  Shot " is  an  invent ive  and capt ivat ing  documentar y  that  profiles  award-winning 
fine ar t  photographer  Ar tem Shestakov as  he  at tempts  to  photograph the  most  remote 
locat ions  on the  p lanet  affected by  the  cl imate  cr is is .

ANTARCTICA |  Documentar y
10 min.
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THE  LIFE  OF  BILL  BAGGS

With keen inte l lect  and sparkl ing  wit ,  B i l l  Bag gs  seemed to  be  in  the  r ight  p lace  at  the  r ight  
t ime.  From bombardier  in  World  War  I I  to  news repor ter,  then accidental  d ip lomat ,  Bag gs  
used his  dai ly  column as  a  bul ly  pulpi t  for  socia l  just ice  and wie lded his  pen l ike  a  scalpel  
to  reveal  the  truth .  The Miami  News earned three  Pul i t zer  Pr izes  under  h is  watch,  and then 
in  1969,  he  lef t  th is  world  suddenly.  Author  Amy Paige  Condon retraces  h is  steps  in  the  
process  of  wri t ing  the  first  b iography of  th is  influent ia l  newspaper  editor.

KEY BISCAYNE |  Documentar y by Patrick Longstreth
27 min.  (Miami FF 2023)

ATLANTIC
        OCEAN

ALL THAT  IS  SACRED

" The Perfect  Shot " is  an  invent ive  and capt ivat ing  documentar y  that  profiles  award-winning 
fine ar t  photographer  Ar tem Shestakov as  he  at tempts  to  photograph the  most  remote 
locat ions  on the  p lanet  affected by  the  cl imate  cr is is .

KEY WEST |  Documentar y by Scot t  Bal lew
34 min.  ( Tel luride Fi lm Festival  2023)

SILENT INVASION OF  THE  
MEDITERRANEAN SEA

This  compel l ing  documentar y  h ighl ights  the  threat  posed by  new invasive  species  to  the  
Mediterranean ecosystem.  The directors  showcase the  d isrupt ion these  invaders  are  
causing ,  endanger ing  nat ive  species  and biodivers i t y.  Through beaut i fu l  imager y  and 
inter v iews ,  the  film explores  potent ia l  so lut ions .

GREECE |  Documentar y by Anne Weigel  and Phil ip  Reinhold
11  min.
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MURINA

Tensions  r ise  between rest less  teenager  Jul i ja  and her  oppress ive  father  Ante  when an o ld  
fami ly  f r iend arr ives  at  their  Croat ian is land home.  As  Ante  at tempts  to  broker  a  l i fe- 
changing deal ,  their  t ranqui l  yet  iso lated ex istence leaves  Jul i ja  want ing  more from this  
influent ia l  v is i tor,  who provides  a  taste  of  l iberat ion over  a  weekend la id  bare  to  des ire  and 
v io lence.

CROATIA |  F iction film by Antoneta Alamat Kusijanovic
93 min.  (Cannes Fi lm Festival  2022)

SEA  OF  TIME

Lucas  and Johanna l ive  in  the  80s ,  madly  in  love ,  in  a  world  fu l l  of  dreams and ideals .  Then 
a  d isastrous  accident ,  dur ing  their  sa i l ing  tr ip  on the  At lant ic ,  separates  them.  Thir ty-five 
years  later,  in  the  autumn of  their  l ives ,  the  two of  them meet  again  and their  deep-rooted 
love  is  st i l l  ver y  strong.

NETHERL ANDS |  F iction by Theu Boermans
110 min.

HOW TO GROW AN ISLAND

Geolog y moves  s lowly  - at  least  that  is  what  some of  us  learned in  school .  But  th is  is  not  
a lways  the  case .  A d iverse  team of  scient ists ,  led  by  Dr.  L izzy  Trower,  Univers i ty  of  Colorado 
Boulder  geologist ,  t r y  to  solve  the  myster y  behind how a  Car ibbean is land is  growing out  of  
the  ocean,  beat ing  out  modern sea  level  r ise .  Whi le  th is  is  a  stor y  of  scient ific  d iscover y,  i t  
i s  a  reminder  that  a l l  b ig  effor ts ,  few as  outstanding as  cl imate  change,  wi l l  require  people  
coming together  with  our  d ifferences  - d ifferent  perspect ives ,  needs  and solut ions .

TURKS & CAICOS (Ambergris  Key) |  Documentar y by Ryan W. Vachon
20 min.
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FIGHT FOR FLIGHT :  BIRDS  OF  CABO VERDE

500 years  ago,  Cabo Verde was a  paradise  for  seabirds .  Today,  the  e ight  species  that  nest  on 
the  rocky s lopes  of  these  tropical  i s lands  face  major  chal lenges .  From high mountains  to  
remote and deser ted is lets ,  we fo l low Cape Verdean conser vat ion teams on the  ground to  
study and preser ve  the  archipelago's  seabird  colonies .  Commiss ioned by  Cape Verdean 
environmental  organisat ions  Projecto  Vitó  and Biosfera .

CABO VERDE |  Documentar y by Madalena Boto
45 min.

FLORIDA CAVIAR

Meet  three  generat ions  of  women growing sturgeon in  a  unique farm in  P ierson,  F lor ida .  
They 're  har vest ing  the  sturgeon for  F lor ida  caviar.  About  Sereia  F i lms:  Our  oceans  are  
running out  of  fish,  and we need to  make smar ter  seafood choices  to  ensure  there  are  fish in  
the  ocean for  future  generat ions .  F ish  can be  a  sustainable  and healthy  source  of  protein ,  
and i t ’s  t ime we welcome both wi ld  and farmed seafood on our  d inner  p lates .  Sereia  F i lms 
creates  educat ional  content  and hosts  educat ional  communit y  events .  In  2019,  Sereia  F i lms 
reached more than 52 ,000 people  through our  socia l  media  effor ts  and in-person events .

FLORIDA |  Documentar y by Sarah Curr y
15  min.

MÚSICA !

The Amadeo Roldan Conser vator y  has  long been the  Cuba’s  most  prest ig ious  music  school  
but  the  conser vator y  strug gles  to  maintain  instruments  for  their  students .  Enter  Horns  for  
Havana ,  a  New York-based in i t iat ive  that  br ings  par ts  and instrument-repair  exper t ise  to  
the  is land.  This  film fo l lows four  young Cubans “ who v iew music  as  a  way of  l i fe ,” premieres  
at  the  fest iva l  today.

CUBA |  Documentar y by Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman
72 min.  ( Tel luride FF 2023)
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FONTAINE

The l ives  of  a  dr i f ter,  a  raver,  and a  hear tbroken bachelor  inter twine as  they  seek to  recla im 
their  youth and find redemption in  the  neon haze of  Miami .

MIAMI |  F iction shor t  by Manuel  Camil ion
30 min.

THE CRITIC

The Cr i t ic ' i s  a  romantic  thr i l ler  that  te l ls  the  stor y  of  Meghan Dupane (Jul ia  Col l ier) ,  a  
reser ved and cosmopol i tan hotel  cr i t ic  who travels  the  g lobe reviewing luxur y  hote ls  
incognito .  That  is  unt i l  her  next  ass ignment  changes  ever y thing.

MIAMI |  F iction by Frank Kelly
24 min.

DYING TO DIRECT

A sardonic  film director  inv i tes  an o ld  fr iend to  v is i t  h im on his  deathbed with  specific 
instruct ions  not  to  get  involved with  the  d irector ’s  g ir l f r iend af ter  h is  demise .  But  does  he  
mean that  or  the  opposite?  This  is  an  end-of- l i fe  chess  game with  unique,  unpredictable  
psychological  d imensions  that  at tempts  to  address  the  only  quest ions  that  mat ter.

MIAMI |  F iction
26 min.

SAVE  THE  BAY

Biscayne Bay is  exper iencing deadly  changes  that  are  suffocat ing  a l l  l iv ing  th ings  in  the  
water  and leading to  catastrophic  changes  in  the  ecosystem.  Despite  the  s i tuat ion,  there  
are  a  few people  in  South F lor ida  leading a  wave of  change.

BISCAYNE BAY |  Documentar y by Ramiro Carranza
4 min.
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INDIAN &
  ARCTIC
      OCEANS

ONDE NOSTRE :  DEEP  ISLANDS

Onde Nostre  is  a  l i festy le  documentar y  film that  shows the  pecul iar i ty  of  the  I ta l ian  surf  
scene and the  beauty  of  th is  spor t ,  even in  a  countr y  that 's  not  usual ly  considered a  top 
dest inat ion for  catching waves .  This  film is  intended to  show the pass ion of  h igh level  
surfers .

INDIAN O CEAN |  Documentar y by Luca Merl i
4  min.

ISLENSKU

A delve  into  the  surf  cul ture  is land of  Ice land and the  people  that  define i t .  The constant  
pursuit  of  swel l ,  favourable  winds .  The chase  of  in lets ,  of  shelter  and exposed spots .  The 
sun,  snow,  dr iv ing  ra in  and fog .  Dr iv ing  over  snowy passes  to  score .  Dr iv ing  through the  
n ight  to  get  skunked.  

S leeping on boats ,  on floors  and seeing  the  nor thern l ights  f rom the n ightclubs  of  
Reykjavik .  Broken Land Crusiers .  Broken ankles .  Coffins r ipped off roofs  f rom the wind.  
Wondering  i f  we’ve  upset  the  e lves ,  t ro l ls  and other  e lemental  beings  and being assured 
from the powers  that  be  that  we haven’t .  

Scour ing  the  is land for  waves  and mar vel l ing  at  the  natural  beauty  of  i t  a l l .  Wonder ing  how 
such th ings  come to  be  and how the culture  is  carr ied.  Coming to  the  conclus ion that  
despite  a l l  the  compl icat ions ,  the  answer  is  s imple .  I t ’s  the  People .

ICEL AND |  Documentar y by Sam Moody & Yentl  Touboul
15  min.
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TIME 
b y  R o d r i g o  G a n a

WINTERFEST  
b y  A l v i s e  M o h o r o v i c

STARBUCKS  ONCE  A  WEEK 
b y  J a z m i n  C a m p i a n i

BECOMING DJ  LUKINSKI  
b y  L u c a s  Z a p a t a

A VISIT  TO THE  PAST  
b y  E u g e n i o  G u e r i n i

HASTA QUE  NOS VOLVAMOS 
A  ENCONTRAR 
b y  P a u l a  D e  L a  R o s a

HOME IS  WHERE  THE  HEART  IS  
b y  N i c h o l a s  D e  L a  R o s a

LULU 
b y  C h i a r a  B e r g o n z i

SUN DAYS  ON KEY  BISCAYNE 
b y  V a l e n t i n a  F e l p e t o

OLA 
b y  C l a r a  G i l

TAKEOUT 
b y  S a s h a  E s t e f a n  C o p p o l a

ISLAND ANGELS  
b y  L u c i a n a  F e l p e t o

SPOTLIGHT 
     ON YOUTH
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FRIDAY
at Paradise Park, Village of Key Biscayne

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:05 PM
7:35 PM

Opening Remarks - Mayor J. Rasco
LIFE OF BILL BAGGS (27 MIN)
SAVE THE BAY (5 MIN)
UNCLE BULLY’S SURF SCHOOL (34 MIN)
Cocktail Reception

9:00 AM
10:10 AM

KB Youth Filmmakers Showcase
GRATITUDE FOR OUR OCEANS (7 Min)

SATURDAY
at Key Biscayne Community Center | Lighthouse Room

9:00 AM
9:30 AM

10:00 AM
10:40 AM
11:00 AM
11:30 AM
11:40 AM
12:00 PM
1:00 PM
1:30 PM

DYING TO DIRECT (30 min)
THE CRITIC (24 MIN)
FONTAINE (30 min)
Break
PANELIST: Michael Russell
FLORIDA CAVIAR (12 MIN)
HOW TO GROW AN OCEAN (20min)
Lunch Break
PANELISTS: Nicole Pritchett & Billy Corben
WANTOKS (20 min)

SATURDAY
at Key Biscayne Community Center | Island Room
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SATURDAY
at Key Biscayne Community Center | Island Room

1:50 PM
2:00 PM
2:15 PM
2:50 PM
3:00 PM
3:10 PM
3:15 PM
3:50 PM
3:55 PM
4:10 PM
5:00 PM
6:10 PM

VEINS OF AN ISLAND (10 min)
Break
PANELISTS: Billy Kimball & David Frankel
PERFECT SHOT (10 min.)
SILENT INVASION (10 Min)
Break
PANELISTS: Pete Zuccarini, Sanjeev Chatterjee, & Claire Paris
ONDE NOSTRE (4 min) 
ISLENSKU (15 min)
FIGHT OR FLIGHT (45min) 
MÚSICA! (70 min)
Closing Remarks

SATURDAY
at The Ritz-Carlton Key Biscayne

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Closing Ceremony
Closing Remarks & Awards Ceremony
ALL THAT IS SACRED (40 min)

SUNDAY
at Key Biscayne Community Center | Lighthouse Room

3:00 PM
4:30 PM

MURINA (90 min)
SEA OF TIME (120 min)
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SANJEEV CHAT TERJEE
Sanjeev Chatterjee is  a  professor,  v isual  storytel ler  and an avid mentor to young 
changemakers in the media and related fields .  Sanjeev ’s  documentary work has won top 
awards international ly  and attracted funding from multiple sources including the Knight 
Foundation,  Florida Humanities Counci l ,  UNDP,  UN Water,  Stockholm International  Water 
Institute,  United States Institute for Peace and others .  He was a Fulbright Scholar (India) in 
2011  and served a 3-year term (2013-’16) on the Fulbright national  selection committee (USA).

BILLY  CORBEN
Bil ly  Corben is  the Emmy, Peabody,  and Edward R.  Murrow Award-winning co-founder of  Miami 
Beach-based production company rakontur,  and director of  such documentaries as Cocaine 
Cowboys:  The Kings of  Miami on Netflix (2021),  God Forbid:  The Sex Scandal  That Brought 
Down a Dynasty (2022),  the most watched doc in Hulu history,  537 Votes (2020) on HBO, 
Screwball  (2019) Dawg Fight (2015),  Square Grouper:  The Godfathers of  Ganja (2011),  and the 
ESPN 30 for 30s The U (2009),  The U Par t  2  (2014) and Broke (2012).  He is  host  of  the podcast 
#BecauseMiami produced by Dan LeBatard’s  Meadowlark Media .

DAVID FRANKEL
David Frankel ’s  work as a director includes The Devi l  Wears Prada ,  starring Meryl  Streep,  
Anne Hathaway,  Emily Blunt and Stanley Tucci ;  and Marley & Me,  starring Owen Wilson,  
Jennifer  Aniston and Alan Arkin.  He won an Academy Award for Best  Short  for his  film, Dear 
Diary,  and an Emmy for his  direction of  HBO’s Band of  Brothers .  His  other work for HBO 
includes the pi lot  for Entourage,  several  episodes of  Sex and the City,  and From the Ear th to 
the Moon.

BILLY  KIMBALL
Bil ly  Kimball  is  a  writer,  producer,  and executive with 35 years of  experience in television,  
film,  and digital  media .  He received two Emmy Awards ,  a  WGA Award,  a  Peabody Award,  and an 
AFI  Award for his  work as a writer  and co-executive producer on “Veep.” Other credits  include 
nine episodes of  “The Simpsons ,” “Saturday Night Live,” and the 88th and 89th Academy 
Awards .  His  shor t  humorous fiction appears occasional ly  in the New Yorker.  He is  an adjunct 
professor at  the USC Fi lm School  teaching comedy writ ing.

FESTIVAL 
   PANELISTS
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CLAIRE  PARIS
Claire Paris  is  a  biological  oceanographer interested in bio-physical  interactions during the 
early l i fe  history (ELH) stages of  fish and other marine organisms with a planktonic phase.  
She is  par ticularly fascinated with the diversity of  larval  fish morphologies and their  specific 
adaptations to the planktonic environment .  Paris  has pioneered the concept of  a Lagrangian 
observational  platform with the Drif t ing In Situ Chamber (DISC).  The DISC is  designed to 
detect  larval  fish orientation and their  cues in the pelagic environment .

NICOLE  PRITCHET T
Nicole Pritchett  is  an activist  and award winning filmmaker with an emphasis  on 
documentaries .  Her first  feature documentary,  I  AM (2010) won the Audience Award for Best  
Documentary and was featured on the OPRAH Winfrey Show. Nicole is  also known for her work 
on the award winning documentary,  HAPPY that takes us on a journey from the swamps of  
Louisiana to the slums of  Kolkata in search of  what real ly  makes people happy.  For five years ,  
Nicole co-headed Shady Acres Enter tainment led by Comedy Director Tom Shadyac best  known 
for Bruce Almighty,  Ace Ventura ,  Liar  Liar,  Nutty Professor,  etc.

MICHAEL  RUSSELL
Michael  Russel l  is  a  filmmaker and the owner of  Russel l  Fi lm Company.  He was born in London 
and moved to Miami at  an early age,  travel ing back and for th between the UK & US his  entire 
l i fe .  Mike began his  creative career with the ad agency,  Crispin Por ter + Bogusky as a 
producer working with cl ients such as Burger King,  Dominos ,  Microsoft  and Volkswagen.  Now 
he special izes in directing sports commercials ,  music videos and branded content while 
running his  production company.

PETER  ZUCCARINI
Peter Zuccarini  is  an Underwater Director of  Photography and 2nd Unit  Director best  known 
for his  work on Black Panther 2:  Wakanda Forever,  The Gray Man,  Jungle Cruise,  Venom, 
Spider-Man: Homecoming,  Suicide Squad,  Jurassic World,  L ife of  Pi ,  and the Pirates of  the 
Caribbean films.  Zuccarini  is  also known for his  work television shows,  including Breaking 
Bad,  Magic City,  Fear the Walking Dead,  Stranger Things ,  and Foundation.
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THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS



K E Y  B I S C AY N E  F I L M  F E S T I VA L

learn more at  kbfilmfest ival .org


